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Governor Perry Rolls Out Texas’ Bio-Energy Strategy

Focus on advanced technology will lead to sustainability and global solutions for
growing energy needs

HOUSTON - Governor Rick Perry today joined bioeconomy leaders to roll out Texas’ Bioenergy Strategy,
highlighting the state’s achievements in creating a balanced energy portfolio through developments in
bioenergy and other energy resources. The governor also awarded a $5 million Texas Emerging
Technology Fund grant to Texas A&M University for research and biofuel advancements.

“As a state that grows by 1,000 new residents each day, Texas must take a more innovative approach to
developing new methods and research in the field of energy,” said Perry. “By intersecting three of our
state’s largest industries — energy, agriculture and petrochemicals — researchers in Texas have made
tremendous progress in developing bioenergy and fuel sources from such things as plant cells, compost
and fertilizers.”

In 2004, Gov. Perry spearheaded efforts to build industry clusters comprised of leaders in six industry
sectors economists forecasted to be future engines of economic development in the United States. One
of the sectors, energy, sparked partnerships between the private sector, academia, and the state and
federal government to research bioenergy and fuel opportunities in Texas. Today, scientists have
developed unique avenues through use of natural materials to create environmentally clean and efficient
energy sources. Today, bioenergy and fuel products are successfully competing with traditional
manufacturing processes thanks to their ability to cut costs by using natural products, while promoting a
greener and more eco-sensitive business.

During the last year, the bioenergy initiative evolved into a larger project focused on the broad realm of
bioproducts. Advancements in such fields as biomaterials, biochemicals and biopharmaceuticals have
ignited the creation of a bioeconomy in Texas.

“In a place like Texas that not only houses unique terrains and ecosystems unlike any other the world, but
also has access to ports, international borders, and other venues for trade, we have a distinct opportunity
to further develop and leverage more of our state’s resources to develop a variety of bioproducts,” said
Perry.

At the event, Gov. Perry awarded a $5 million Texas Emerging Technology grant to Texas A&M
University to help recruit commercially-focused faculty to market innovative research for the next
generation of biofuels. Texas A&M and Chevron are also partnering on research efforts to achieve
accelerated harvesting of non-food crops for conversion into biofuel products.
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The governor recognized the newly formed Texas Bioproducts Industry Council, which will work closely
with the private and public sector to strategize the future of bioproducts in Texas. Ongoing research has

the potential to promote Texas to a self-sufficient post for energy and fuel, while introducing global
solutions to growing energy needs.
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