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CSBR Mission

The Center for Sustainable Building Research's mission is 

to lead and support,through research, outreach, and 

education, the transformation of the regional built 

environment to provide for the ecological, economic, and 

social needs of the present without compromising those of 

the future.

ÅConduct and share the research needed to transform the 

built environment toward sustainability

ÅProvide assistance and outreach to those working to 

transform the built environment toward sustainability

ÅEducate stakeholders in methods for transforming the 

built environment toward sustainability

ÅPromote organizational excellence through effective 

leadership, management, and the establishment of a 

stable, sustainable base of funding to support our work.
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ñWarming of the climate system is 

unequivocal, as is now evident from 

observations of increases in global average 

air and ocean temperatures, widespread 

melting of snow and ice, and rising global 

average sea level.ò

ð IPPC Synthesis Report, 2007 

ñOver the last 50 years, humans have 

changed ecosystems more rapidly and 

extensively than in any comparable period of 

time in human history, largely to meet rapidly 

growing demands for food, fresh water, timber, 

fiber, and fuel. This has resulted in a 

substantial and largely irreversible loss in the 

diversity of life on Earth.ò 

ð Millenium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005 
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Sustainable Building Guidelines

North America

LEED

US Green Building Council

www.usgbc.org

Green Globes

Green Building Initiative

www.thegbi.org

Minnesota Sustainable Building 

Guidelines

www.csbr.umn.edu/B3

Living Building Challenge

www.cascadiagbc.org/lbc/
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LEED for Homes

www.usgbc.org

NAHB Green Home Building Guidelines

www.nahbrc.org/greenguidelines/

Green Communities Program

www.greencommunitiesonline.org

Austin Energy Green Building

www.austinenergy.com

Minnesota GreenStar

www.mngreenstar.com/

Sustainable Housing Guidelines

North America
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LEED for Neighborhoods

US Green Building Council

www.usgbc.org

Florida Green Development Standard

floridagreenbuilding.org

High Performance Infrastructure 

Guidelines

New York City

www.nyc.gov/html/ddc/html/ddcgreen

Sustainable Development Guidelines

North America
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